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D WITH KISSES! 


KISS tribute aval provocatively-titled 
eleased in June! And it ain’t just Hard 
rax and Extreme who’ve contributed 
superstar Garth Brooks and Motown 
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“Truly great bands re influenced by all sorts of music, ۱ # 
but bring in their own perspective too. I'm not surprised at 
the diversity of artists lon the album. In fact, in terms of the 
variety, it reminds us df ‘Destroyer’.” 

Released in 1976 at the height of Kissmania, ‘Destroyer’ 
is arguably Kiss” mostjambitious album - a big production 
affair recorded with Bab Ezrin. It’s a richly varied LP 
featuring such legendary tunes as the explosive anthem 
“Detroit Rock City”, thelsyrupy ballad ‘Beth’ and the 
rumbling epic ‘God Of Thunder’. 

“Being best known far a certain thing has never stopped 
us branching out into other areas,” Paul explains. “Garth 
Brooks, for example, ista huge Kiss fan. He was one of the 
first people we approached regarding this album. We went 
to Nashville and recorded ‘Hard Luck Woman’ with him. Just 
being there, getting that country vibe, was a really positive 
experience.” 

Gene Simmons reflects: “We realised we'd really made it 
when our opening bands started covering ‘Rock And Roll All 
Nite’ rather than Chuck Berry or something. To paraphrase the 
Grateful Dead: what a stfange trip it’s been!” 

“The cool thing about Kiss is that the music has always 
connected with people on different levels,” says Paul. “Normally, 
when a tribute is made td someone, that person is either dead or 
dying. We're in the very lucky position of having this done while 
we're still very much in búsiness! We didn't have to wait until we 
could see Saint Peter ahead! 

“The initial aim of Kiss was just to play music. No 
one is paying tribute to a $mokebomb or a 
stageshow! When we started out, we saw bands 
that sounded great and bands that only looked _ 
great. We figured we’d combine Forbo 
and make it as exciting as possible. 

“| don’t think we could ever have dreamed 
that 20 years later, we’d be sitting in London 
discussing an album recorded by other 
people as a tribute to us. We were just 
four knuckleheads from New York City! 

“There are people who are keen to 
remind us that we've never received”””” 
any awards, but they’re mis$ing the 
point. We need no vindication. 

VVe”ve had 20 years of awards, 
and if you wanna see 

‘em, go into a record 

store and look under 

“Kiss”. Those albums: 

they re the real 

avvards.” 
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